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THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD

WRAPPED PRESENTS

This Advent, we prepared for our Christmas celebration by considering various
ways our seasonal decorations amplify the real meaning of Christmas. Though
many of the reasons behind holiday decorations go unappreciated and even
unnoticed, they still point us to Christ. Some of the decorations do this in a more
obvious way. Even the most secular of souls sees baby Jesus in the créche. But
even seemingly nonreligious signs of the season like evergreens and lights
originated in Christendom. Now, as we have come to the Twelve Days of
Christmas, we consider another Christian tradition: the exchange of Christmas
presents. The giving of gifts, beautifully wrapped, reflects the gracious love of our
heavenly Father, the “Father of lights,” from whom “every good gift and every
perfect gift” comes (James 1:17). Certainly, the greatest gift of all is none other
than what we have come to celebrate: God’s self-offering to us through His Son for
the forgiveness of our sin. It is a gift that produces abundant blessings for us and in
us. These blessings know no end. They regenerate and renew us as we walk into the
bright eternity God has in store for us. The gift is all wrapped up in the babe, who
lies in a manger. Come, let us adore Him!



Opening Hymn:

“Once in Royal David’s City”

1 Once in royal David's city
Stood a lowly cattle shed,
Where a mother laid her baby
In a manger for His bed;
Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ her little child.

4 And our eyes at last shall see Him,

Through His own redeeming love;
For that child so dear and gentle
Is our Lord in heav’n above;

And He leads His children on

To the place where He is gone.

2 He came down to earth from
heaven,
who is God and Lord of all,
And His shelter was a stable,
and His cradle was a stall;
With the poor and mean and lowly
Lived on earth our Savior holy.

5 Not in that poor, lowly stable
with the oxen standing by
Shall we see Him, but in heaven,
Set at God’s right hand on high.
Then like stars His children,
crowned,
All in white, His praise will sound!

3 For He is our childhood’s pattern,
day by day like us He grew;
He was little, weak, and helpless,
Tears and smiles like us He knew;
And He feels for all our sadness,
And He shares in all our gladness.

Text: Public domain

Opening Sentences: [stand]

P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C. Amen

P. When all was still, and it was midnight:

#376




C. Your almighty Word, O Lord, descended from the royal throne.

P. Sing to the Lord a new song:
C. Sing to the Lord, all the earth.

P. Sing to the Lord, praise His name:
C. Proclaim His salvation day after day.

P. Declare His glory among the nations:
C. His marvelous deeds among all peoples.

P. For great is the Lord and most worthy of praise:
C. He is to be feared above all gods.

P. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;
C. As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

P. When all was still, and it was midnight:
C. Your almighty Word, O Lord, descended from the royal throne.

Collect for Christmas

P. Let us pray: God the Father, as you make us glad by the yearly festival of the
birth of Your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ, grant that we, who joyfully receive
Him as our Redeemer, may with confidence behold Him in true faith when he
comes on the Last Day to judge the living and the dead; through the same Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, ever one God,
world without end.

C. Amen



+LESSONS AND
CAROLS FOR

CHRISTMAS

First Lesson: Genesis 3:8-15

And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of
the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD
God among the trees of the garden. But the LORD God called to the man and said
to him, “Where are you?” And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and
I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” He said, “Who told you that
you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to
eat?” The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit
of the tree, and I ate.” Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that
you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” The
LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you above
all livestock and above all beasts of the field; on your belly you shall go, and dust
you shall eat all the days of your life. I will put enmity between you and the
woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head,
and you shall bruise his heel.”

Carol “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” # 384
1 Solo



2 Oh, that birth forever blesséd, When the virgin, full of grace,
By the Holy Ghost conceiving, Bore the Savior of our race,
And the babe, the world’s Redeemer, First revealed His sacred face
Evermore and evermore.

3 Solo

4 O ye heights of heav’n, adore Him; Angel hosts, His praises sing.
Pow’rs, dominions, bow before Him; And extol our God and King.
Let no tongue on earth be silent, ev’ry voice in concert ring
Evermore and evermore.

5 Christ, to Thee, with God the Father, And, O Holy Ghost, to Thee
Hymn and chant and high thanksgiving And unending praises be,
Honor, glory, and dominion, And eternal victory
Evermore and evermore. Amen.
Text: Public domain
Second Lesson: Genesis 22:15-18

And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven and said,
“By myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this and have
not withheld your son, your only son, I will surely bless you, and I will surely
multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the
seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, and in your
offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my
voice.”

Carol “What Child is this” #370

1. What child is this, who, laid to rest,
On Mary’s lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet
While shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the king,



Whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The babe, the son of Mary!

2.  Why lies He in such mean estate
Where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here
The silent Word is pleading.
Nails, spear shall pierce Him through,
The cross be borne for me, for you;
Hail, hail the Word made flesh, The babe, the son of Mary!

3. So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh;
Come, peasant, king, to own Him.
The King of kings salvation brings;
Let loving hearts enthrone Him.
Raise, raise the song on high,
The virgin sings her lullaby;
Joy, joy, for Christ is born, The babe, the son of Mary!

Text: Public domain

Third Lesson: Isaiah 9:2, 6-7

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a
land of deep darkness, on them has light shined. For to us a child is born, to us a
son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of
the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of
David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with
righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts
will do this.

Carol  “The People That in Darkness Sat” #412

1 The people that in darkness sat A glorious light have seen;



The light has shined on them who long In shades of death have been,
In shades of death have been.

3 To us a Child of hope is born, to us a Son is giv’n,
And on His shoulder ever rests all pow’r in earth and heav’n,
all pow’r in earth and heav’n.

4 His name shall be the Prince of Peace, The Everlasting Lord,
The Wonderful, the Counselor, The God by all adored,
The God by all adored.

5 His righteous government and pow’r Shall over all extend;
On judgment and on justice based, His reign shall have no end,
His reign shall have no end.

6 Lord Jesus, reign in us, we pray, and make us Thine alone,
Who with the Father ever art and Holy Spirit, one,
And Holy Spirit, one.

Fourth Lesson: Isaiah 11:1-9

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots
shall bear fruit. And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the Spirit of
wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge
and the fear of the LORD. And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall
not judge by what his eyes see, or decide disputes by what his ears hear, but with
righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the
earth; and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of
his lips he shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, and
faithfulness the belt of his loins. The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the
leopard shall lie down with the young goat, and the calf and the lion and the



fattened calf together; and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall
graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, and the weaned child shall
put his hand on the adder’s den. They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy
mountain; for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters
cover the sea.

Solo: Lo, How a Rose Michelle Brinkert w/
Chris Jager

Fifth Lesson: Micah 5:2-5a
But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose origin is
from of old, from ancient days. Therefore he shall give them up until the time when
she who is in labor has given birth; then the rest of his brothers shall return to the
people of Israel. And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the
LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And they shall dwell
secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth. And he shall be their



peace.

Carol “O Little Town of Bethlehem” #361

1. O little town of Bethlehem, 3 How silently, how silently

How still we see thee lie!

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
The silent stars go by;

Yet in thy dark streets shineth

The everlasting light.

The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee tonight.

The wondrous gift is giv’n!

So God imparts to human hearts
The blessings of His heav’n.

No ear may hear His coming;

But in this world of sin,

Where meek souls will receive Him,
still

The dear Christ enters in.

For Christ is born of Mary,

And gathered all above

While mortals sleep, the angels keep
Their watch of wond'ring love.

O morning stars, together

Proclaim the holy birth,

And praises sing to God the king
And peace to all the earth!

O holy Child of Bethlehem,
Descend to us, we pray;

Cast out our sin, and enter in,
Be born in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels
The great glad tidings tell;

O come to us, abide with us,
Our Lord Immanuel!

Text: Public domain

Sixth Lesson: Luke 1:26-38

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named
Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of
David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings,



O favored one, the Lord is with you!” But she was greatly troubled at the saying,
and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. And the angel said to her,
“Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, you will
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He will
be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to
him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” And Mary said to the angel,
“How will this be, since I am a virgin?”’ And the angel answered her, “The Holy
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you;
therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. And behold,
your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth
month with her who was called barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.”
And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to
your word.” And the angel departed from her.

372 O Jesus Christ, Thy Manger Is (SB 372

1 O Jesus Christ, 2 He whom the sea

Thy manger is And wind obey

My paradise at which my Doth come to serve the

soul reclineth. sinner in great meekness.
For there, O Lord, Thou, God’s own Son,
Doth lie the Word With us art one,

Made flesh for us; herein Dost join us and our children

Thy grace forth shineth. in our weakness.




3 Thy light and grace 5 Remember thou
Our guilt efface, What glory now
Thy heav'nly riches all our The Lord prepared thee for
loss retrieving. all earthly sadness.
Immanuel, The angel host
Thy birth doth quell Can never boast
The pow’r of hell and Satan’s Of greater glory, greater
bold deceiving. bliss or gladness.
4 Thou Christian heart, 6 The world may hold
Whoe'’er thou art, Her wealth and gold;
Be of good cheer and let no But thou, my heart, keep
sorrow move thee! Christ as thy true treasure.
For God’s own Child, To Him hold fast
In mercy mild, Until at last
Joins thee to Him; how A crown be thine and honor
greatly God must love thee! in full measure.

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004706

Seventh Lesson: Luke 2:1-7

And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar
Augustus, that all the world should be taxed. (And this taxing was first made when
Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) And all went to be taxed, every one into his own
city. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea,
unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house
and lineage of David:) to be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with
child. And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that
she should be delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him



in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for
them in the inn.

Carol “Away in a Manger” #364

1 Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head.
The stars in the sky--looked down where He lay,
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

2 The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,
But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes.
I love Thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky,
And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.

3 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay
Close by me forever and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care,
And take us to heaven to live with Thee there. Text: Public domain

Eighth Lesson: Luke 2:8-20

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch
over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the
glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. And the angel
said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which
shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior,
which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe
wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. And suddenly there was with the
angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in
the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. And it came to pass, as the
angels were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another,
Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass,
which the Lord hath made known unto us. And they came with haste, and found
Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. And when they had seen it, they



made known abroad the saying which was told them concerning this child. And all
they that heard it wondered at those things which were told them by the shepherds.
But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart. And the shepherds
returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and
seen, as it was told unto them.

Carol “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” # 393

1  Infant holy, Infant lowly, For His bed a cattle stall;
Oxen lowing, Little knowing Christ the child is Lord of all.
Swiftly winging, Angels singing, Bells are ringing,
Tidings bringing:
Christ the child is Lord of all!
Christ the child is Lord of all!

2 Flocks were sleeping, Shepherds keeping
Vigil till the morning new
Saw the glory, Heard the story, Tidings of a Gospel true.
Thus rejoicing, Free from sorrow, Praises voicing,
Greet the morrow:
Christ the child was born for you!
Christ the child was born for you! Text: Public domain

Ninth Lesson: John 1:1-14

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and
without him was not anything made that was made. In him was life, and the life
was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not
overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a
witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. He was
not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. The true light, which
enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the



world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. He came to his own,
and his own people did not receive him. But to all who did receive him, who
believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, who were born,
not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. And the
Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the
only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.

Carol “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” #380

1 Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King;
peace on earth and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,

Join the triumph of the skies;
With the angelic host proclaim,
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”

ref Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!”

Christ, by highest heav’n adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord,
Late in time behold Him come,
Offspring of a virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see,
Hail the incarnate Deity!
Pleased as Man with man to dwell,
Jesus, our Immanuel!

ref Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!”



4. Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace!
Hail, the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings,
Ris’n with healing in His wings.
Mild He lays His glory by,
Born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth,
Born to give them second birth.

ref Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!”
Text: Public domain
Sermon

The Lord’s Prayer:

The Collect for Christmas

Eve :

Heavenly Father, because
Thou once caused this
holy night to shine with
the brightness of the true
Light, grant that we who
have known the Mystery
of that Light here on
earth may come to the
full measure of its joys in
heaven; through Jesus
Christ, Thy Son, our
Lord.

C. Amen

TCANDLELIGHT CEREMONY f




P. The people who walked in darkness have seen a great Light:
C. Those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has the Light shined.
P. For unto us a Child is born:
C. Unto us a Son is given.
P. In Him was life:
C. And that life was the Light of men.
P. The Light shines in the darkness:
C. And the darkness has not overcome it.
P. And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us:
C. Full of grace and truth.
P. We have beheld His glory:
C. Glory as of the only Son of the Father.

[The light for the candles signifies Christ, the Light of the world, Who is present among us, in
Word and sacrament. Please tip only the unlit candle during the candle lighting.]

Closing Hymn “Silent Night” #363

1. Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace.

2. Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight;
Glories stream from heaven afar, Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia!
Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born!

3. Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.

The Benediction
[The Candles are extinguished]

Soli Deo Gloria!



I pray that you have a blessed evening. Please join us as we gather around the manger of
the Lord’s Supper to receive the body and blood of Jesus, God with us in the flesh, in the
Divine Service tomorrow Christmas Day at 9 a.m.

Reyne and I thank you for your kindness and faithfulness to the Lord here at Redeemer.
We pray that your family be filled with great joy and peace throughout the coming year.

Pastor Oster and Reyne.



