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397 As with Gladness Men of Old	 LSB 397 

 

 

 
Text: William C. Dix, 1837–98, alt.	 	 Tune: Conrad Kocher, 1786–1872	 	 Text and 
tune: Public domain 

Service of Holy Baptism 

P	 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C	 Amen. 



P	 The apostle Paul says: 
Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus 
were baptized into His death? We were buried therefore with Him by 
baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 
by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. For if we 
have been united with Him in a death like His, we shall certainly be 
united with Him in a resurrection like His. We know that our old self was 
crucified with Him in order that the body of sin might be brought to 
nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. For one who has 
died has been set free from sin. Now if we have died with Christ, we 
believe that we will also live with Him. We know that Christ being raised 
from the dead will never die again; death no longer has dominion over 
Him. For the death He died He died to sin, once for all, but the life He 
lives He lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin 
and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

P	 Let us pray. 
Almighty and eternal God, according to Your strict judgment You 
condemned the unbelieving world through the flood, yet according 
to Your great mercy You preserved believing Noah and his family, 
eight souls in all. You drowned hard-hearted Pharaoh and all his 
host in the Red Sea, yet led Your people Israel through the water 
on dry ground, foreshadowing this washing of Your Holy Baptism. 
Through the Baptism in the Jordan of Your beloved Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ, You sanctified and instituted all waters to be a 
blessed flood and a lavish washing away of sin. 
     We pray that You would behold us all according to Your 
boundless mercy and bless us with true faith by the Holy Spirit, 
that through this saving flood all sin in us, which has been 
inherited from Adam and which we ourselves have committed 
since, would be drowned and die. Grant that we be kept safe and 
secure in the holy ark of the Christian Church, being separated 
from the multitude of unbelievers and serving Your name at all 
times with a fervent spirit and a joyful hope, so that, with all 
believers in Your promise, we would be declared worthy of eternal 
life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C	 Amen. 

P	 Do you renounce the devil? 
C	 Yes, I renounce him. 



P	 Do you renounce all his works? 
C	 Yes, I renounce them. 

P	 Do you renounce all his ways? 
C	 Yes, I renounce them. 

P	 Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth? 

C	 Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth. 

P	 Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son? 
C	 Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; He 
descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the 
dead; He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty; from thence He will come to judge 
the living and the dead. 

P	 Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 
C	 Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Candidates for Baptism: Michael Alan Kohnke 

P	 Receive the sign of the holy cross both upon your T forehead and 
upon your T heart to mark you as one redeemed by Christ the 
crucified. 

P	 How are you named? 
R	 Michael Alan Kohnke 
  
P	 Michael Kohnke, do you desire to be baptized? 
R	 Yes, I do. 

P	 Michael Alan Kohnke, I baptize you in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 



C	 Amen. 

P	 The almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given 
you the new birth of water and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all 
your sins, strengthen you with His grace to life T everlasting. 

C	 Amen. 

P	 Receive this burning light to show that you have received Christ who 
is the Light of the world. Live always in the light of Christ, and be 
ever watchful for His coming, that you may meet Him with joy and 
enter with him into the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, 
which shall have no end. 

P	 Peace T be with you. 
C	 Amen. 

Confirmation and Reception of Members: Michael and Heidi Kohnke 
P	 You have been baptized and catechized in the Christian faith 

according to our Lord’s bidding. Jesus said, “Whoever confesses 
Me before men, I will also confess before My Father who is in 
heaven. But whoever denies Me before men, I will also deny 
before My Father who is in heaven.” Lift up your hearts, therefore, 
to the God of all grace and joyfully give answer to what I now ask 
you in the name of the Lord. 
  
Do you this day in the presence of God and of this congregation 
acknowledge the gifts that God gave you in your Baptism? 

R	 Yes, I do. 
  
P	 Do you hold all the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures to be the 

inspired Word of God? 
R	 I do. 
  
P	 Do you confess the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

drawn from the Scriptures, as you have learned to know it from 
the Small Catechism, to be faithful and true? 

R	 I do. 
  



P	 Do you intend to hear the Word of God and receive the Lord’s 
Supper faithfully? 

R	 I do, by the grace of God. 
  
P	 Do you intend to live according to the Word of God, and in faith, 

word, and deed to remain true to God, Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, even to death? 

R	 I do, by the grace of God. 
P	 Do you intend to continue steadfast in this confession and Church 

and to suffer all, even death, rather than fall away from it? 
R	 I do, by the grace of God. 
  
P	 We rejoice with thankful hearts that you have been baptized and 

have received the teaching of the Lord. You have confessed the 
faith and been absolved of your sins. As you continue to hear the 
Lord’s Word and receive His blessed Sacrament, He who has 
begun a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of 
Jesus Christ. 

C	 Amen. 

P	 Mike and Heidi, the almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who has given you the new birth of water and of the Spirit 
and has forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you with His grace 
to life T everlasting. 

R	 Amen. 
P	 Peace T be with you. 
C	 Amen. 

P	 The almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
given you the new birth of water and of the Spirit and has 
forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you with His grace to life T 
everlasting. 

C	 Amen. 
  



The Welcome 
A	 In Holy Baptism God the Father has made you  members of His 

Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, and heirs with us of all the treasures 
of heaven in the one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We 
receive you in Jesus’ name as our brother and sister in Christ, 
that together we might hear His Word, receive His gifts, and 
proclaim the praises of Him who called us out of darkness into His 
marvelous light. 

C	 Amen.  Michael and Heidi, We welcome you in the name of 
the Lord. 

  
P	 Peace T be with you. 
C	 Amen. 

411 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light	 LSB 411 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Kathleen Thomerson, 1934Text and tune: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 
License no. 110004706 

P	 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us. 

C	 But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and 
just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

P	 Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C	 Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 

sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 



renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your 
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 
name. Amen. 

P	 Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 
and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C	 Amen. 

Stand 

Service of the Word 

Introit	 Introit 

I will cause your name to be remembered in all gener- | ations;* 
	 therefore nations will praise you forever and | ever. 
Your throne, O God, is forever and ever. The scepter of your 
kingdom is a scepter of up- | rightness;* 
	 you have loved righteousness and hated | wickedness. 
Therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of 
gladness beyond your com- | panions;* 
	 your robes are all fragrant with myrrh and aloes and | 
cassia. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
	 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
	 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
I will cause your name to be remembered in all gener- | ations;* 
	 therefore nations will praise you forever and | ever. 



Kyrie	 LSB 152 
A	 In peace let us pray to the Lord.  

 
  
A	 For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to 

the Lord. 

 
  
A	 For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the 
Lord. 

 
  
A	 For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

 
  
A	 Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 



 

This Is the Feast	 LSB 155 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day	 Epiphany 

 

 
  
P	 Let us pray. 

O God, by the leading of a star You made known Your only-
begotten Son to the Gentiles. Lead us, who know You by 
faith, to enjoy in heaven the fullness of Your divine 
presence; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

  

 
  

Sit 



Old Testament Reading	 Isaiah 60:1–6 

Arise, shine, for your light has come, 
	 and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 
For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, 
	 and thick darkness the peoples; 
but the LORD will arise upon you, 
	 and his glory will be seen upon you. 
And nations shall come to your light, 
	 and kings to the brightness of your rising. 
Lift up your eyes all around, and see; 
	 they all gather together, they come to you; 
your sons shall come from afar, 
	 and your daughters shall be carried on the hip. 
Then you shall see and be radiant; 
	 your heart shall thrill and exult, 
because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you, 
	 the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
	 the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
	 all those from Sheba shall come. 
They shall bring gold and frankincense, 
	 and shall bring good news, the praises of the LORD. 

  
A	 This is the Word of the Lord. 
C	 Thanks be to God. 



Gradual	 Gradual 

Praise the LORD, all | nations!* 
	 Extol him, all | peoples! 
For great is his steadfast | love toward us,* 
	 and the faithfulness of the LORD endures for- | ever. 
Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due his name;* 
	 bring an offering, and come in- | to his courts! 

Epistle	 Ephesians 3:1–12 
	 For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of 
you Gentiles— assuming that you have heard of the stewardship 
of God’s grace that was given to me for you, how the mystery 
was made known to me by revelation, as I have written briefly. 
When you read this, you can perceive my insight into the 
mystery of Christ, which was not made known to the sons of 
men in other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy 
apostles and prophets by the Spirit. This mystery is that the 
Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and 
partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 
	 Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of 
God’s grace, which was given me by the working of his power. To 
me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was 
given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of 
Christ, and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the 
mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things, so that 
through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be 
made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 
This was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in 
Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have boldness and access 
with confidence through our faith in him. 
  
A	 This is the Word of the Lord. 
C	 Thanks be to God. 



Alleluia and Verse	 LSB 156 

 

 

Holy Gospel	 Matthew 2:1–12 
P	 The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second 

chapter. 

  

 
 	  

	 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of 
Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east came to 
Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the 
Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to 
worship him.” When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, 
and all Jerusalem with him; and assembling all the chief priests 
and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ 
was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it 
is written by the prophet: 



“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
	 are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
	 who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 

	 Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained 
from them what time the star had appeared. And he sent them 
to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, 
and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may 
come and worship him.” After listening to the king, they went on 
their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose 
went before them until it came to rest over the place where the 
child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly 
with great joy. And going into the house they saw the child with 
Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, 
opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and 
frankincense and myrrh. And being warned in a dream not to 
return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another 
way. 
  

P	 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 



395 O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright	 LSB 395 

 

 

 

 

 



5	 O let the harps break forth in sound! 
Our joy be all with music crowned, 
    Our voices gladly blending! 
For Christ goes with us all the way— 
Today, tomorrow, ev’ry day! 
    His love is never ending! 
        Sing out! Ring out! 
    Jubilation!   Exultation!  Tell the story! 
Great is He, the King of Glory! 

6	 What joy to know, when life is past, 
The Lord we love is first and last, 
    The end and the beginning! 
He will one day, oh, glorious grace, 
Transport us to that happy place 
    Beyond all tears and sinning! 
        Amen! Amen! 
    Come, Lord Jesus!  Crown of gladness!  We are yearning 
For the day of Your returning! 

Text: tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt.	 Text and tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556–1608 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004706	 Tune: Public 
domain 

Sermon 
Offering 
Offertory	 LSB 159 

C	 What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me? 
I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name 
of the Lord. 
I will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the 
Lord. 
I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His 
people, 
in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O 
Jerusalem. 



Prayer of the Church 

Service of the Sacrament 
Preface	 LSB 160 

P	 The Lord be with you. 

 
  
P	 Lift up your hearts. 

 
  
P	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 

P	 It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and 
in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, 
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for what had 
been hidden from before the foundation of the world You have 
made known to the nations in Your Son. In Him, being found in 
the substance of our mortal nature, You have manifested the 
fullness of Your glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and 
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and saying: 



Sanctus	 LSB 161 

 

 

 

 

The Words of Our Lord 
P	 Our Lord Jesus Christ, . . .  in remembrance of Me.” 

P	 As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we 
proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

C	 Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
P	 O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your 

body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to 
remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your 
blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from 
the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for 
the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and 
teach us to pray: 



Lord’s Prayer 
C	 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

Pax Domini	 LSB 163 

 

 



Agnus Dei	 LSB 163 

 

 

 

 

Sit 

Distribution 

P	 The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and 
preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in 
peace. 

C	 Amen. 



400 Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning	 LSB 400 

 

 

 

 
Text: Reginald Heber, 1783–1826, alt. 
Tune: James P. Harding, 1850–1911, adapt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 



409 Hail, O Source of Every Blessing	 LSB 409 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Basil Woodd, 1760–1831, alt. 
Tune: Geist-reiches Gesang-Buch, 1704, Halle, ed. Johann A. Freylinghausen 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Stand 



Thank the Lord	 LSB 164 

 

 

 

 

Post-Communion Collect 
A	 Let us pray. 

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the 
feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us 
firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day 
of His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the 
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 



Benediction	 LSB 166 

 

412 The People That in Darkness Sat	 LSB 412 

 

 

 

Text: John Morison, 1749–98, alt. 
Tune: Nicolaus Herman, c. 1480–1561 
Text and tune: Public domain 

5	 His righteous government and 
pow’r 
    Shall over all extend; 
On judgment and on justice 
based, 
    His reign shall have no end, 
    His reign shall have no end.

D	6	 Lord Jesus, reign in us, we 
pray, 
    And make us Thine alone, 
Who with the Father ever art 
    And Holy Spirit, one, 
    And Holy Spirit, one.
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Weekly Schedule for January 5,2025 – January 12, 
2025 

05  Today Sunday School 
Adult Class 
Divine Service 
Council Meeting

  9:30 a.m. 
  9:30 a.m. 
10:30 a.m. 
11:30 a.m.

Fellowship Hall 
Sanctuary 
Sanctuary 
Fellowship Hall

06  Monday 
    

Quilters 
Men’s Book Club 
GAIL NELSON BDAY

  9:00 a.m. 
  6:30 p.m.

Fellowship Hall 
Pelican Brewing

07  Tuesday Christmas Take Down 9:00 a.m.

08  Wednesday Men’s breakfast 
Confirmation

  8:00 a.m 
  6:30 p.m.

Denny’s 
Fellowship Hall

09  Thursday Midweek Studies 
5 Rivers Study

  1:00 p.m. 
  1:30 p.m.

Fellowship Hall 
5 Rivers

10  Friday

11 Saturday KENT BROWN BDAY   

12  Next Sunday Sunday School 
Adult Bible Class 
Divine Service

   9.30 a.m. 
   9:30 a.m. 
10:30 a.m.

Fellowship Hall 
Sanctuary 
Sanctuary



January 5 “Let the peace of Christ change how you live—clothing yourself with 
godly virtues reflecting a thankful heart. Carry this peace that the angels 
proclaimed and Simeon saw. It sets the tone for the coming year, another year you 
get to live as God’s child in the peace of Jesus.” Rev. Peter Sulzle, St. John 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, Redwood Falls, Minnesota – A Life Quote from 
Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org

Week Beginning Sunday, January 5, 2025 Epiphany  
Catechism: Lord’s Prayer—Seventh Petition and Conclusion  
Verse of the week: Romans 8:26 The Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do not 
know what we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for 
us with groanings which cannot be uttered.  
Psalm of the week: Psalm 72  
Hymn of the week: 766 “Our Father, Who from Heaven Above” (stanzas 6-9)  
Bible Stories for the Week:  

January 6 – Epiphany 	
Matthew 2:11 – “And going into the house they saw the child with Mary His 
mother, and they fell down and worshiped Him. Then, opening their treasures, 
they offered Him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh.” Worship and the 
giving of gifts go together. This makes sense because God is the great Giver of 
every good gift, and we worship Him and desire to grow into His image. We 
receive His gifts in worship and then, being conformed to the likeness of His 
image, we imitate His generosity.	

Bible Narrative Second Reading 

Sunday  

Monday  

Tuesday  

Wednesday  

Thursday  

Friday  

Saturday 

The Epiphany of Our Lord—Matthew 2:1-12  

The Boy Jesus in the Temple—Luke 2:41-52  

The Death of Elisha—2 Kings 13:10-25  

Israel Is Carried Away by the Assyrians—2 Kings 
17:5-18 (19-41)  
King Uzziah of Judah—2 Chronicles 26:1-5, 16-23  

Isaiah Is Called to Preach in Israel and Judah—Isaiah 
6:1-13  
Sunday’s OT and Epistle—1 Kings 8:6-13 

Deuteronomy 6:4-9  

1 Cor. 14:20-40  

1 Cor. 15:1-28  

1 Cor. 15:28-58  

1 Cor. 16:1-24  

Romans 12:1-5 



Repenting of “Feasts that Know No Fast” 

Fresh off the Christmas season and the retail frenzy that accompanies it, January brings a 
shot o frigid air into the lives of the people we know and love. This is not a meteorological 
statement either. While it is true that January is one of the colder months for those in North 
America, the cold front blast that hits us is the full force of credit card spending that fueled 
the retail frenzy. The bills for the gifts, the parties, the food and the travel have now come 
due. The credit card makes things convenient, but it also requires more discipline than 
many can muster. When the bills come in January for December’s celebration, it really puts 
a damper on things. Congregations often make the same mistake in stewardship. We often 
charge forward in doing what we always do or starting new endeavors without counting the 
cost. But at the end of the month, or the end of year, when the bill comes due, the red ink 
on the congregational balance sheet smacks the people in the face like a stiff north wind in 
January. We hunkered down. We circle the wagons. We start to panic. The work of the 
Gospel suffers. The fifth verse of “Forgive Us, Lord, for Shallow Thankfulness” (LSB 788) 
addresses this January situation. The words penned by William Watkins Reid are very 
needful for us to hear as we start a new year, while dealing with the bills of past efforts and 
expense. “Forgive us, Lord for feast that knows not fast …” This hits us hard, doesn’t it? 
We love when the money is flowing, the parties are going, and things are getting bigger 
and better. But there is a time in life, and most especially in our spiritual disciplines, that we 
need to fast. The purpose of a fast is to step back, lay something aside for a time, and 
replace it with meditation on Scripture and prayer. This is designed to keep us from turning 
something that may well be good into an idol that separates us from the God who loves us 
in Christ. 

“For joy in things that meanwhile starve the soul …” In “The Parable of the Sower,” we hear 
Jesus talk about how the worries and cares of life choke out the growth of the seed of the 
Word that was planted. We know how this happens in our lives. Professional and youth 
sports do this. Materialism does this. Travel and leisure and do this. There is a list of things 
that we enjoy that starve the soul. But it also happens in our congregations. When 
corporate stewardship is not managed in a responsible way, it can and does destroy 
individual stewardship. Is it good individual stewardship to support a ministry that doesn’t 
take its corporate responsibility seriously? 

“For walls and wars that hide your mercies vast and blur our vision of the Kingdom goal.” 
This is the ultimate end of the idolatry of failed stewardship. We build walls between 
believers within the church and hamper those who are outside from coming to the Light of 
Life that is Jesus. The wars we fight over money and its impact on ministry do the same. It 
eventually blurs our vision of what we are here to do: share the Good News of Jesus. 
When the wintry blast of January hits us in this fashion, we are called to repent. When the 
Holy Spirit uses the cold front of the call to repentance, we meet the God who forgives and 
restores. That is what He does for individual and corporate stewards. When the bills hit, 
they call us back to Jesus. He is the One who indeed forgives us our shallow thankfulness 
and leads us into the bounty of His mercy yet again.
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