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Confession and Absolution 

349 Hark the Glad Sound LSB 349 

 

 

 
Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702–51  Tune: Thomas Haweis, 1734–1820  Text and tune: Public domain 

Stand 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God 
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 

  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
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Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have 

ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless 
mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the 
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my 
Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Stand 

Service of the Word 

Introit Introit 
Rejoice in the Lord | always;* 
 again I will say, | Rejoice. 
Blessèd is he whose help is the God of | Jacob,* 
 whose hope is in the | LORD his God, 
who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is | in them,* 
 who keeps faith for- | ever; 
who executes justice for | the oppressed,* 
 who gives food to the | hungry. 
The LORD sets the prisoners free; the LORD opens the eyes | of the blind.* 
 The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; the LORD loves the |    
   righteous. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
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Rejoice in the Lord | always;* 
 again I will say, | Rejoice. 

Kyrie LSB 186 

 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day Advent 3 

 

 
  

 
  
P Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten 

the darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 

Sit 
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Old Testament Reading Zephaniah 3:14–20 
Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; 
 shout, O Israel! 
Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 
 O daughter of Jerusalem! 
The LORD has taken away the judgments against you; 
 he has cleared away your enemies. 
The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; 
 you shall never again fear evil. 
On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 
“Fear not, O Zion; 
 let not your hands grow weak. 
The LORD your God is in your midst, 
 a mighty one who will save; 
he will rejoice over you with gladness; 
 he will quiet you by his love; 
he will exult over you with loud singing. 
I will gather those of you who mourn for the festival, 
 so that you will no longer suffer reproach. 
Behold, at that time I will deal 
 with all your oppressors. 
And I will save the lame 
 and gather the outcast, 
and I will change their shame into praise 
 and renown in all the earth. 
At that time I will bring you in, 
 at the time when I gather you together; 
for I will make you renowned and praised 
 among all the peoples of the earth, 
when I restore your fortunes 
 before your eyes,” says the LORD. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Gradual Gradual 
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of | Zion.* 
 Shout aloud, O daughter of Je- | rusalem. 
Behold, your king is com- | ing to you;* 
 righteous and having sal- | vation. 

 5



Blessèd is he who comes in the name | of the Lord.* 
 From the house of the Lord we | bless you. 

Epistle Philippians 4:4–7 
 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your reasonableness be known to 
everyone. The Lord is at hand; do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, 
which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Verse of the Day Verse 
Alleluia. Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way before you. 
Alleluia. 

Holy Gospel Luke 7:18–28 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the seventh chapter. 
  

 
The disciples of John reported all these things to him. And John, calling two of his disciples to him, 
sent them to the Lord, saying, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” And 
when the men had come to him, they said, “John the Baptist has sent us to you, saying, ‘Are you the 
one who is to come, or shall we look for another?’” In that hour he healed many people of diseases 
and plagues and evil spirits, and on many who were blind he bestowed sight. And he answered 
them, “Go and tell John what you have seen and heard: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, 
lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor have good news preached to 
them. And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.” 
 When John’s messengers had gone, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What 
did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to 
see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who are dressed in splendid clothing and live in 
luxury are in kings’ courts. What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more 
than a prophet. This is he of whom it is written, 

“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 
 who will prepare your way before you.’ 

I tell you, among those born of women none is greater than John. Yet the one who is least in the 
kingdom of God is greater than he.” 
 P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
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Sit 

345 Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding LSB 345 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814–78, alt.  Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–89  Text and tune: Public domain 

Sermon 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 
C Amen. 

Stand 

Offertory LSB 192 
C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen. 

Sit 
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Offering 
Prayer of the Church 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface LSB 194 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way 
John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from 
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the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels 
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 
praising You and saying: 

Sanctus LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
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     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

Pax Domini LSB 197 

 
  

 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 
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Sit 

Distribution 

347 Comfort, Comfort Ye My People LSB 347 
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Text: Johann Olearius, 1611–84; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois 
Text and tune: Public domain 

355 O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide LSB 355 

 

 

 

 
5 O Morning Star, O radiant Sun, 

When will our hearts behold Your dawn? 
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O Sun, arise; without Your light 
We grope in gloom and dark of night. 

6 Sin’s dreadful doom upon us lies; 
Grim death looms fierce before our eyes. 
O come, lead us with mighty hand 
From exile to our promised land. 

7 There shall we all our praises bring 
And sing to You, our Savior King; 
There shall we laud You and adore 
Forever and forevermore. 

333 Once He Came in Blessing LSB 333 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Horn, c. 1490–1547; (sts. 1, 4): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.; (sts. 2–3): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006 
Tune: Michael Weisse, c. 1480–1534 
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Text (sts. 2–3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004706 
Text (sts. 1, 4) and tune: Public domain 

Stand 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 
C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, 

for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all 
people, 
a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

Thanksgiving LSB 200 

  

 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and 
we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward 
You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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Benedicamus LSB 202 

 
  

 
Benediction LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 
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Our Communion Practice 
First Corinthians chapter 11 (28-29) states, "Let a person examine himself, then, and so 
eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning 
the body eats and drinks judgment on himself." Therefore, we encourage you to examine 
yourself before taking the Lord's Supper using the following questions: 
     Do I realize that I am a sinner? 
     Do I believe that Jesus is my Savior, that I have been baptized into His death? 
     Do I believe that I will receive both bread and wine and Christ's body and blood? 
     Do I intend from this time forward to amend my sinful life? 
Our reverence for and our understanding of this Sacrament compels us to ask that 
anyone who has not communed with us before please speak to the Pastor prior to 
approaching the rail. Children who have not been instructed and guests who wish 

 16



to receive a blessing are welcome at the rail, please indicate this by folding your 
hands and placing them on the rail. 

 

336 Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending LSB 336 
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Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt.  Tune: Thomas Olivers, 1725–99 Text and tune: Public domain 

Last Week’s Attendance and Offerings 
     Attendance   12/8  52 
     Offering       12/8 General Fund $.

Luke 3:4 – “As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, “The voice 
of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths 

straight.’” God makes long-range plans: Isaiah lived more than seven hundred years 
before St. John the Baptist preached by the Jordan River. Obviously, God sees farther 
into the future than we do! That’s yet another reason to trust Him when it comes to 

how He tells us to live our lives: He knows what’s coming and we don’t. 

Weekly Schedule for December 15 – December 22, 2024 

15  Today Sunday School 
Adult Class 
Divine Service

  9:30 a.m. 
  9:30 a.m. 
10:30 a.m.

Fellowship Hall 
Sanctuary 
Sanctuary
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The LWML is sponsoring “Halt Hunger”.  There is a basket in the Narthex for donations to 
the Food Bank.  Thank you for your donations. 

SACRED MUSIC FOR THE ADVENT SEASON… “Savior of the Nations, Come,” “On 
Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry,” “Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending,” “Hark! A 
Thrilling Voice Is Sounding,” “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.”  You can listen to sacred music 
for the Advent season 24/7 at lutheranpublicradio.org, TuneIn, Amazon Echo, Google Home, 
Apple HomePod and the Lutheran Public Radio mobile app. 

Week Beginning Sunday, December 15, 2024 Advent 3  
Catechism: Lord’s Prayer—Fifth and Sixth Petitions  
Verse of the week: Romans 7:18 I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good dwells; 
for to will is present with me, but how to perform what is good I do not find.  
Psalm of the week: Psalm 85  
Hymn of the week: 338 “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” (stanzas 1-2)  
Bible Stories for the Week:  

16  Monday 
    

Quilters 
Men’s Book Club –  
Overcoming Life’s 
Sorrows - Jeremiah. 

  9:00 a.m. 
  6:30 p.m.

Fellowship Hall 
Pelican Brewing

17  Tuesday

18  Wednesday Men’s breakfast 
Advent Soup Supper 
Advent Midweek Service

  8:00 a.m. 
  5:30 p.m. 
  6:30 p.m.

Denny’s 
Fellowship Hall 
Sanctuary

19  Thursday Pack Christmas Baskets 
Ladies Bible Class 
5 Rivers Bible Class  
Confirmation

 10:00 a.m.  
  1:00 p.m. 
  1:30 p.m.  
  5:30 p.m.

Fellowship Hall 
5 Rivers Care. 
Fellowship Hall

20  Friday Christmas Basket  
Pick up

 12-6 p.m. Church

21 Saturday Christmas VBS 9-2 All Church

22  Next Sunday Sunday School 
Adult Bible Class 
Divine Service 
Caroling

   9.30 a.m. 
   9:30 a.m. 
10:30 a.m. 
  6:00 p.m.

Fellowship Hall 
Sanctuary 
Sanctuary 
Meet at Church 
End at Jeffrey’s
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Please Join us for Soup Supper at 5:30 and our Midweek Worship Advent Service at 6:30 
as we prepare for Christmas. 

Bible Narrative Second Reading

Sunday  

Monday  

Tuesday  

Wednesday  

Thursday  

Friday  

Saturday 

“Go and Tell John What You See and Hear”—
Matthew 11:2-11 

Jehu, the Avenger of Blood—2 Kings 9:1-37  

The Destruction of Ahab’s House & the Prophets 
of Baal–2 Kgs 10:1-36  
Midweek: Mary Visits Elizabeth—Luke 1:39-56  

Athaliah and Joash—2 Kings 11:1-21  

Joash Repairs the Temple—2 Kings 12:1-16  

Sunday’s OT and Epistle—Deuteronomy 18:15-19  
St Thomas, Apostle—John 20:24-29 

1 Cor. 11:17-34  

1 Corinthians 12:1-31  

Micah 5:2-5a  

1 Corinthians 13:1-13  

1 Corinthians 14:1-19  

Philippians 4:4-7 
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