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Confession and Absolution

349 Hark the Glad Sound LSB 349
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1 Hark the glad sound! The Sav - ior comes, The Sav - ior
2 He comes the pris - ’'ners to re - lease, In Sa - tan’s
3 He comes the bro - ken  heart to bind, The  bleed - ing
4 Our glad ho - san - nas, Prince of Peace, Thy wel - come
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prom - ised long; Let ev - ’ry heart pre - pare a
bond - age held. The gates of  brass be - fore Him
soul to cure, And with the trea - sures of His
shall pro - claim, And  heav’n’s e - ter - nal arch - es
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throne And ev - Ty voice a song.
burst, The i - ron fet - ters  yield.
grace Toen - rich the hum - ble poor.
ring With  Thy be - lov - ed name.
Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702-51 Tune: Thomas Haweis, 1734-1820 Text and tune: Public domain
Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God

our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

OTOT



Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

P O almighty God, merciful Father,

C 1, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have
ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless
mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my
Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of
the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

Stand

Service of the Word

Introit Introit

Rejoice in the Lord | always;*
again I will say, | Rejoice.
Blesséd is he whose help is the God of | Jacob,*
whose hope is in the | LoRrD his God,
who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is | in them,*
who keeps faith for- | ever;
who executes justice for | the oppressed,*
who gives food to the | hungry.
The LORD sets the prisoners free; the LORD opens the eyes | of the blind.*
The Lorb lifts up those who are bowed down; the LORD loves the |

righteous.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.



Rejoice in the Lord | always;*
again I will say, | Rejoice.

Kyrie LSB 186
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Lord, have mer - cy up - on us. Christ, have mer -cy up -
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on us. Lord, have mer - Cy up - on us.
Salutation and Collect of the Day Advent 3
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® The Lord be with you.
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And with thy spir - it.
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(P) Let us pray.

P Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten
the darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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A - men.

Sit



Old Testament Reading

Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion;
shout, O Israel!

Rejoice and exult with all your heart,
O daughter of Jerusalem!

The LorD has taken away the judgments against you,

he has cleared away your enemies.
The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst;
you shall never again fear evil.
On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:
“Fear not, O Zion;
let not your hands grow weak.
The LORD your God is in your midst,
a mighty one who will save;
he will rejoice over you with gladness;
he will quiet you by his love;
he will exult over you with loud singing.

I will gather those of you who mourn for the festival,

so that you will no longer suffer reproach.
Behold, at that time I will deal
with all your oppressors.
And I will save the lame
and gather the outcast,
and I will change their shame into praise
and renown in all the earth.
At that time I will bring you in,
at the time when I gather you together;
for I will make you renowned and praised
among all the peoples of the earth,
when I restore your fortunes
before your eyes,” says the LORD.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Gradual

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of | Zion.*
Shout aloud, O daughter of Je- | rusalem.
Behold, your king is com- | ing to you;*
righteous and having sal- | vation.

Zephaniah 3:14-20

Gradual



Blesséd is he who comes in the name | of the Lord.*
From the house of the Lord we | bless you.

Epistle Philippians 4:4-7

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your reasonableness be known to
everyone. The Lord is at hand; do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God,
which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Verse of the Day Verse

Alleluia. Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way before you.
Alleluia.

Holy Gospel Luke 7:18-28
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the seventh chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.

The disciples of John reported all these things to him. And John, calling two of his disciples to him,
sent them to the Lord, saying, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” And
when the men had come to him, they said, ‘John the Baptist has sent us to you, saying, Are you the
one who is to come, or shall we look for another?”” In that hour he healed many people of diseases
and plagues and evil spirits, and on many who were blind he bestowed sight. And he answered
them, “Go and tell John what you have seen and heard: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk,
lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor have good news preached to
them. And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.”

When John’s messengers had gone, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What
did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to
see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who are dressed in splendid clothing and live in
luxury are in kings’ courts. What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more
than a prophet. This is he of whom it is written,

o

“Behold, I send my messenger before your face,
who will prepare your way before you.’

I tell you, among those born of women none is greater than John. Yet the one who is least in the
kingdom of God is greater than he.”
PThis is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.
Nicene Creed

C 1 believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.



Sit

345 Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding LSB 345
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1 Hark! A thrill - ing voice s sound - ing! “Christ is
2 Star - tled at the sol - emn warn - ing, Let the
3 See, the Lamb, so long ex - pect - ed, Comes with
4 So, when next He comes in glo - ry And the
A5 Hon - or, glo - ry, might, do - min - ion To the
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near,” we hear it say. “Cast a - way the
earth - bound soul a - rise; Christ, its sun, all
par - don down from heav’n. Let us  haste, with
world is  wrapped in fear, He will  shield us
Fa - ther and the Son With the ev - er -
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works of dark - ness, All you chil - dren of the day!”
sloth dis - pel - ling, Shines up - on the morn-ing skies
tears of sor - row, One and all, to be for - giv'n;
with His mer - cy And  with words of love draw near.
liv - ing Spir - it While e - ter - nal a - ges run!

Text: Latin, c. 5th-10th cent.; tr. Edward Caswall, 181478, alt. Tune: William H. Monk, 1823-89 Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.

C Amen.

Stand

Offertory

LSB 192

C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen.

Sit




Offering
Prayer of the Church

Service of the Sacrament

Preface LSB 194
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) The Lord be with you.
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And with thy spir - it

P) Lift wup  your hearts.
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We lift them up un - to the Lord.
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(P) Let us give thanks un - to the Lord, our God.
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It is meet and right so to  do.

P Itis truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way
John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who
takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from



the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore
praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 195
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Ho-san - na, ho-san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est.
Lord’s Prayer LSB 162

P  Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C  Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
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and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
Pax Domini LSB 197
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®) The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.
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world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.
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Sit
Distribution

347 Comfort, Comfort Ye My People

LSB 347
)
i — { ! I i | : ‘ I ] -
e e —°F
Q) bt [« =) [
1 “Com - fort, com - fort ye My peo - ple, Speak ye peace,” thus
2 Yea, her sins our God will par - don, Blot - ting out each
3 Hark, the her - ald’s voice is cry - ing In the des - ert
4 Make ye straight what long was crook - ed; Make the rough - er
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saith our God; “Com-fort those who sit in dark-ness, Mourn-ing
dark mis-deed; All  that well de-served His an - ger He no
far and near, Call - ing sin-ners to re- pen-tance, Since the
plac - es plain. Let your hearts be true and hum-ble, As be -
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‘neath their sor - rows’ load. Speak ye to Je - ru - sa-lem
more  will see or heed. She hath suf-fered man-ya day,
King - dom now is here. O that warn - ing cry o - bey!
fits His ho - ly reign. For the glo - ry of the Lord
0 ‘ . ‘
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Of the peace that waits for them; Tell her that her
Now  her griefs have passed a - way; God  will change her
Now  pre - pare for God a way; Let the val - leys
Now oO’er earth 1s shed a-broad, And all flesh shall
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sins I cov - er And her war - fare now i1s o - ver”
pin - ing sad - ness In - to ev - er-spring-ing glad - ness.
rise to meet Him And the hills bow down to greet Him.
see the to - ken That His Word is nev - er bro - ken.
Text: Johann Olearius, 1611-84; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois
Text and tune: Public domain
355 O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide LSB 355
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10 Sav - ior, rend the heav - ens wide;
20 Fa - ther, light from heav - en send;
30 earth, in flowr - ing bud be seen;
40 Fount of hope, how long, how long?
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Come down, come down with  might - y stride;
As morn - ing dew, (0] Son, de - scend.
Clothe hill and dale in garb  of green.
When  will You come with com - fort strong?
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Un - lock the gates, the doors break down;
Drop down, you clouds, the life of  spring:
Bring forth, O earth, a blos - som rare,
0] come, 0] come, Your throne fore - go;
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Un - bar the way to heav - en’s crown.
To Ja - cob’s line rain down the King.
Our Sav - or, sprung from mead - ow fair.
Con - sole us in our vale of woe.

5

O Morning Star, O radiant Sun,

When will our hearts behold Your dawn?
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O Sun, arise; without Your light
We grope in gloom and dark of night.

Sin’s dreadful doom upon us lies;

Grim death looms fierce before our eyes.

O come, lead us with mighty hand
From exile to our promised land.

7  There shall we all our praises bring
And sing to You, our Savior King;
There shall we laud You and adore
Forever and forevermore.

333 Once He Came in Blessing

LSB 333
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1 Once He came in bless - ing, All our sins re -
2 Now He gent - ly leads us; With Him - self He
3 Soon will come @ that hour When with might - y
4 Come, then, O Lord Je - sus, From our sins re -
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feeds us Pre - cious food from heav - en,
pow - er Christ  will come in splen - dor
lease us. Keep our hearts be - lev - ing,
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Son of God most ho - ly; Bore the cross to
Pledge of peace here  giv - en, Man - na that will
And will judg-ment ren - der, With the faith - ful
That we, grace re - ceiv - ing, Ev - er may con -
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save us; Hope and free - dom gave us.
nour - ish Souls that they may flour - ish.
shar - ing Joy be - yond com - par - ing.
fess You Till in heav’'n we bless You.

Text: Johann Horn, ¢. 1490-1547; (sts. 1, 4): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.; (sts. 2-3): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006

Tune: Michael Weisse, c. 1480-1534
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Text (sts. 2-3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004706
Text (sts. 1, 4) and tune: Public domain

Stand

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199

C

Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word,

for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all
people,

a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Thanksgiving LSB 200
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O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
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and His mercy endureth for - ev - er.

Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and
we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward
You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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A - men.
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P The Lord be with you.
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And with thy  spir - it.

Benedicamus LSB 202
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Bless we the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.
Benediction LSB 202

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace.
C Amen, amen, amen.
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Divine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book
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Our Communion Practice

First Corinthians chapter 11 (28-29) states, "Let a person examine himself, then, and so
eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning
the body eats and drinks judgment on himself." Therefore, we encourage you to examine
yourself before taking the Lord's Supper using the following questions:

Do I realize that I am a sinner?

Do I believe that Jesus is my Savior, that I have been baptized into His death?

Do I believe that I will receive both bread and wine and Christ's body and blood?

Do I intend from this time forward to amend my sinful life?

Our reverence for and our understanding of this Sacrament compels us to ask that
anyone who has not communed with us before please speak to the Pastor prior to
approaching the rail. Children who have not been instructed and guests who wish

16



to receive a blessing are welcome at the rail, please indicate this by folding your
hands and placing them on the rail.

L/

336 Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending LSB 336
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1 Lo! He comes  with clouds de - scend - ing,

2 Ev - 'ty eye shall now be - hold Him

3 Those dear to - kens of His pas - sion

4 Yea, a - men, let all a - dore Thee,
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Once for ev - 'ty sin - ner slain;

Robed in glo - rious maj - es - ty;

Still His daz - zling bod - vy bears,

High on Thine e - ter - nal throne;
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Thou - sand thou - sand saints at - tend - ing
Those  who set at naught and sold Him,
Cause of end - less ex - ul - ta - tion
Sav - ior, take the pow’r and glo - ry,
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Swell the tri - umph of His train:
Pierced and nailed Him to the tree,
To His  ran - somed wor - ship - ers.
Claim the  king - dom as Thine own.
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Al - le - lu - 1a, al - le - lu - 1a, al - le -
Deep - ly wail - ing, deep - ly wail - ing, deep - ly
With what rap - ture, with what rap - ture, with what
Al - le - Tu - ia, al - le - lu - ia, al - le -
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lu - ia! Christ the Lord re - turns to reign.
wail - ing, Shall  their true Mes - si - ah see.
rap - ture Gaze we on those glo - rious scars!
lu - ia! Thou shalt reign, and Thou a - lone!

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-88, alt. Tune: Thomas Olivers, 1725-99 Text and tune: Public domain

Last Week’s Attendance and Offerings
Attendance 12/8 52

Offering 12/8 General Fund $

Luke 3:4 - “As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, “The voice
of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths
straight.”” God makes long-range plans: Isaiah lived more than seven hundred years
before St. John the Baptist preached by the Jordan River. Obviously, God sees farther
into the future than we do! That’s yet another reason to trust Him when it comes to
how He tells us to live our lives: He knows what’s coming and we don’t.

Weekly Schedule for December 15 — December 22, 2024

15 Today Sunday School 9:30 a.m. Fellowship Hall
Adult Class 9:30 a.m. Sanctuary
Divine Service 10:30 a.m. Sanctuary
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16 Monday Quilters 9:00 a.m. Fellowship Hall
Men’s Book Club — 6:30 p.m. Pelican Brewing
Overcoming Life’s
Sorrows - Jeremiah.

17 Tuesday

18 Wednesday Men’s breakfast 8:00 a.m. Denny’s
Advent Soup Supper 5:30 p.m. Fellowship Hall
Advent Midweek Service 6:30 p.m. Sanctuary

19 Thursday Pack Christmas Baskets 10:00 a.m. Fellowship Hall
Ladies Bible Class 1:00 p.m. 5 Rivers Care.
5 Rivers Bible Class 1:30 p.m. Fellowship Hall
Confirmation 5:30 p.m.

20 Friday Christmas Basket 12-6 p.m. Church
Pick up

21 Saturday Christmas VBS 9-2 All Church

22 Next Sunday Sunday School 9.30 a.m. Fellowship Hall
Adult Bible Class 9:30 a.m. Sanctuary
Divine Service 10:30 a.m. Sanctuary
Caroling 6:00 p.m. Meet at Church

End at Jeffrey’s

The LWML is sponsoring “Halt Hunger”. There is a basket in the Narthex for donations to
the Food Bank. Thank you for your donations.

SACRED MUSIC FOR THE ADVENT SEASON... “Savior of the Nations, Come,” “On
Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry,” “Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending,” “Hark! A
Thrilling Voice Is Sounding,” “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.” You can listen to sacred music
for the Advent season 24/7 at lutheranpublicradio.org, Tuneln, Amazon Echo, Google Home,
Apple HomePod and the Lutheran Public Radio mobile app.

Week Beginning Sunday, December 15, 2024 Advent 3
Catechism: Lord’s Prayer—Fifth and Sixth Petitions

Verse of the week: Romans 7:18 I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good dwells;
for to will is present with me, but how to perform what is good I do not find.

Psalm of the week: Psalm 85
Hymn of the week: 338 “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” (stanzas 1-2)
Bible Stories for the Week:
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Bible Narrative Second Reading

Sunday

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Saturday

“Go and Tell John What You See and Hear”—
Matthew 11:2-11

Jehu, the Avenger of Blood—?2 Kings 9:1-37 1Cor. 11:17-34

The Destruction of Ahab’s House & the Prophets 1 Corinthians 12:1-31
of Baal-2 Kgs 10:1-36

Midweek: Mary Visits Elizabeth—Luke 1:39-56 Micah 5:2-5a
Athaliah and Joash—2 Kings 11:1-21 1 Corinthians 13:1-13

Joash Repairs the Temple—2 Kings 12:1-16 1 Corinthians 14:1-19

Sunday’s OT and Epistle—Deuteronomy 18:15-19  Phjlippians 4:4-7
St Thomas, Apostle—John 20:24-29

Please Join us for Soup Supper at 5:30 and our Midweek Worship Advent Service at 6:30
as we prepare for Christmas.
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