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Confession and Absolution 

350 Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come	 LSB 350 

￼  

￼  

￼  

￼  
Text: Johann Gottfried Olearius, 1635–1711; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 
Tune: Neu-verfertigtes Darmstädtisches Gesang-Buch, 1699, Darmstadt	 	 	 Text and tune: Public domain 

Stand 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P	 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C	 Amen. 
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P	 Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  
P	 Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C	 who made heaven and earth. 
P	 I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C	 and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

P	 O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C	 I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have 

ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless 
mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P	 Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the 
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my 
Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C	 Amen. 

Service of the Word 

Introit	 Introit 
My soul magni- | fies the Lord,* 
	 and my spirit rejoices in God my | Savior. 
My mouth derides my | enemies,* 
	 because I rejoice in your sal- | vation. 
There is none holy | like the LORD;* 
	 there is none besides you; there is no rock | like our God. 
The barren has borne | seven,* 
	 but she who has many children | is forlorn. 
The LORD kills and | brings to life;* 
	 he brings down to Sheol and | raises up. 
The LORD makes poor and | makes rich;* 
	 he brings low and | he exalts. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
	 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
	 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
My soul magni- | fies the Lord,* 
	 and my spirit rejoices in God my | Savior. 
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Kyrie	 LSB 186 

￼  

￼  

Salutation and Collect of the Day	 Advent 4 

￼  

￼  
  

￼  
  
P	 Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that 

the sins which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and 
mercy; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

  

￼  

Sit 
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Old Testament Reading	 Micah 5:2–5a 
But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
	 who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me 
	 one who is to be ruler in Israel, 
whose origin is from of old, 
	 from ancient days. 
Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
	 when she who is in labor has given birth; 
then the rest of his brothers shall return 
	 to the people of Israel. 
And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, 
	 in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 
And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great 
	 to the ends of the earth. 
And he shall be their peace. 

  
A	 This is the Word of the Lord. 
C	 Thanks be to God. 

Gradual	 Gradual 
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of | Zion.* 
	 Shout aloud, O daughter of Je- | rusalem. 
Behold, your king is com- | ing to you;* 
	 righteous and having sal- | vation. 
Blessèd is he who comes in the name | of the Lord.* 
	 From the house of the Lord we | bless you. 

Epistle	 Hebrews 10:5–10 
	 When Christ came into the world, he said, 

“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 
	 but a body have you prepared for me; 
in burnt offerings and sin offerings 
	 you have taken no pleasure. 
Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come to do your will, O God, 
	 as it is written of me in the scroll of the book.’” 

When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and 
burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), then he added, “Behold, I 
have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first in order to establish the second. And by that will 
we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 
  
A	 This is the Word of the Lord. 
C	 Thanks be to God. 
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Verse of the Day	 Verse 
Alleluia. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel. 
Alleluia. 

Holy Gospel	 Luke 1:39–45 
P	 The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter. 
  

￼  
  
	 In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in Judah, and she 
entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of 
Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, and she 
exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 
And why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come to me? For behold, when 
the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she 
who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord.” 
  
P	 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

￼  

Apostles’ Creed 
C	 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
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     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel	 LSB 357 

￼  

￼  

￼  

￼  

￼  

5	 O come, Thou Key of David, come, 
And open wide our heav’nly home; 
Make safe the way that leads on high, 
And close the path to misery. Refrain 

7	 O come, Desire of nations, bind 
In one the hearts of all mankind; 
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 
And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 
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Sermon 

P	 The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 
C	 Amen. 

Stand 

Offertory	 LSB 192 
C	 Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen. 

Sit 

Offering 

6	 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 
And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. 
Refrain

Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 
1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: French, 15th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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340 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates	 LSB 340 

￼  

￼  

￼  

￼  

￼  9



￼  
Text: Georg Weissel, 1590–1635; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Geist-reiches Gesang-Buch, 1704, Halle, ed. Johann A. Freylinghausen, alt.	 Text and tune: Public domain 

Prayer of the Church 

Lord’s Prayer	 LSB 162 

￼  
  

￼  

Benedicamus	 LSB 202 

￼  
  

￼  

Benediction	 LSB 202 
P	 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 
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￼  

348 The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns	 LSB 348 

￼  

￼  
Text: John Brownlie, 1859–1925, alt.   Tune: Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, 1813, Harrisburg, ed. John Wyeth 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Weekly Schedule for December 22 – December 29, 2024 

UNANSWERED BIBLE QUESTIONS… Issues, Etc., a radio talk show and podcast 
produced by Lutheran Public Radio, will have Pastors Bryan Wolfmueller and Brian 
Kachelmeier respond to your unanswered Bible questions. You can submit your question 
via email: talkback@issuesetc.org, Facebook: facebook.com/issuesetc, X: @IssuesEtc or 
the Issues, Etc. Comment Line: (618) 223-8382. You can listen to the interview at your 
convenience at issuesetc.org, the LPR mobile app or a podcast provider. 

Luke 2:38 – “And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to 
speak of Him to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem.” Notice here how 
giving thanks to God leads to good works (speaking about Jesus, in this case). 
Thankfulness toward God for all He has done for us is the foundation of a Christian life 
lived in godliness. For if we know all that the Lord has done for us, how can we not strive 
to honor Him with what we think, say and do?

22  Today Sunday School 
Adult Class 
Divine Service

  9:30 a.m. 
  9:30 a.m. 
10:30 a.m.

Fellowship Hall 
Sanctuary 
Sanctuary

23  Monday Quilters   9:00 a.m. Fellowship Hall

24  Tuesday Christmas Eve Service   6:00 p.m. Sanctuary

25  Wednesday Christmas Day Service   9:00 a.m. Sanctuary

26  Thursday

27  Friday

28 Saturday  

29  Next Sunday Sunday School 
Adult Bible Class 
Divine Service

   9.30 a.m. 
   9:30 a.m. 
10:30 a.m.

Fellowship Hall 
Sanctuary 
Sanctuary
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