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Service of Light
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Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,
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the light no darkness can o - ver - come.
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Stay with us, Lord, for it is eve - ning,
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and the day is almost o - ver
f)

P’ A

”‘m b 1 ]

5 —
Let Your light scatter the dark - ness
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and il - lu - mine Your Church.



Phos Hilaron LSB 244
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Joy-ous light of glo-ry:
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of the im-mor-tal Fa - ther; heav-en - ly, ho - ly,
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bless - ed Je - sus Christ. We have come to the
f) — —
P’ Al | T — — J— , | | T — |
oo —— -
O ——a— S e o e *® & 4 |

set - ting of the sun,
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and we look to the eve-ning light.
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We sing to God, the Fa-ther, Son, and Ho -ly Spir - it:
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You are wor-thy of be-ing praised  with pure voic - es for -
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ev - erL Q) Son of God, O Giv-er of life:
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the wu - ni - verse pro-claims Your glo - ry
Thanksgiving for Light LSB 245
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Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of the u - ni - verse,
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who led Your people Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of
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fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your Christ;

P

o o * ® o | o o ® ® s |

may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path;
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for You are mer - ci-ful, and You love Your whole cre -a - tion
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and we, Your creatures, glo-ri-fy You, Father, Son,and Ho-ly Spir-it.




A - men.
Sit
Psalm 141 LSB 245
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Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in - cense,
04 A — =
| | [ | [ | [ T —— I
#ﬁ#ﬁ:h?—'—'_‘l_i_d_d_‘_l — 1
<7 — v, o
the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac - ri - fice.
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(] O Lord, I call to You; come to me quick - ly; hear my voice
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac-ri- fice.
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Set a watch be-fore my mouth,O Lord, and guard the door of my lips.
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(IJ] Let not my heart in-cline to an -y e - vil thing;
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let me not be oc-cu-pied in wick-ed-ness with e-vil - do -ers.
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But my eyes are turned to You, O God; in You I take ref- uge.
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Strip me not of my life. Glo-ry be tothe Fa - ther and
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to the Son and to the Ho-ly Spir - it; as it was in
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the be - gin - ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men.
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Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in - cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac-ri-fice.



L Let us pray.

Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O

Lord, and let Your loving-kindness descend on us that, with

purified minds, we may sing Your praises with the Church on earth

and the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever.

C Amen.
339 Lift Up Your Heads, You Everlasting Doors LSB 339
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1 Lift wup your heads, you ev - er - last - ing doors,
2 Who is this King of great and glo - rious fame?
3 Who may as - cend Mount Zi - on’s ho - ly  hill
4 “Wor-thy is Christ!” The Lamb who once was slain
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And weep no more! 0] Zi - on’s daugh -ter, sing,
What is  His name? Lord God of Sab - a - oth,
To do God’s will? The One whose un - stained hands
Now lives to reign. He rules our earth - ly  ways
0 . . .
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To greet your com -ing King; Now wave the vic - tor’s
Of whom the proph-ets wrote, Whose cho - sen, hum - ble
Can meet the Law’s de - mands, Whose pu - 1 -ty with-
As Lord of  An-cient Days— o join the end - less
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palm  And sing the an - cient psalm: “Lift up your
steed De - clares Him king in - deed! Ho - san - na,
in Re - veals One free from sin. Come, praise this

song Sung by the ran - somed throng: “Wor - thy
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heads, you ev - er - last-ing gates!” Your King a - waits!
Lord! Mes - si - ah, come and save From sin and  grave.
King  who claims the cross as throne—  Praise Him a - lone!
Christ!” The Lamb be praised a - gain! A - men! A - men!

Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955

Tune: Paul Liljestrand, 1931-2011

Text: © 2003 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no.
110004706

Tune: © 1970 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004706

Readings The Birth of Samson

Judges 13 And the people of Israel again did what was evil in the
sight of the Lord, so the Lord gave them into the hand of the
Philistines for forty years.

2There was a certain man of Zorah, of the tribe of the Danites, whose
name was Manoah. And his wife was barren and had no children. 3 And
the angel of the Lord appeared to the woman and said to her, “Behold,
you are barren and have not borne children, but you shall conceive
and bear a son. 4 Therefore be careful and drink no wine or strong
drink, and eat nothing unclean, 5 for behold, you shall conceive and
bear a son. No razor shall come upon his head, for the child shall be a
Nazirite to God from the womb, and he shall begin to save Israel from
the hand of the Philistines.” ¢ Then the woman came and told her
husband, “"A man of God came to me, and his appearance was like the
appearance of the angel of God, very awesome. I did not ask him
where he was from, and he did not tell me his name, 7 but he said to
me, ‘Behold, you shall conceive and bear a son. So then drink no wine
or strong drink, and eat nothing unclean, for the child shall be a
Nazirite to God from the womb to the day of his death.” ”

8 Then Manoah prayed to the Lord and said, “O Lord, please let the
man of God whom you sent come again to us and teach us what we
are to do with the child who will be born.” ® And God listened to the
voice of Manoah, and the angel of God came again to the woman as
she sat in the field. But Manoah her husband was not with her. 10 So
the woman ran quickly and told her husband, “Behold, the man who
came to me the other day has appeared to me.” 11 And Manoah arose



and went after his wife and came to the man and said to him, “Are
you the man who spoke to this woman?” And he said, “I am.” 12 And
Manoah said, "Now when your words come true, what is to be the
child’s manner of life, and what is his mission?” 13 And the angel of the
Lord said to Manoah, “Of all that I said to the woman let her be
careful. 14 She may not eat of anything that comes from the vine,
neither let her drink wine or strong drink
L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old
by the prophets.

C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His

Son.
Sermon
Magnificat LSB 248
Refrain
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My soul mag - ni - fies the Lord, and my spir - it re -
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joic - es in God, my Sav - jor. My soul mag-ni-fies the
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Lord, and my spir - it re - joic - es inGod, my Sav - ior
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1 For He has re - - garded
2 For the  Mighty One has done great thingsto . . . . . . me,
3 He has  shown strength withHis . . . . . ... ... .. arm;
4 He has filled the hungry withgood . ... ... .. .. things,
5Glo - ry be to the Father and tothe . . . . . . . .. ... Son
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1 the lowlinessof . . . ... ... ........ His hand-maiden.
2 and holy . .. ... ... ... ... . ... is His name;
3 He has scattered the proud in the imagination of  their hearts.
4 and the rich He has sent emp - - ty a - way.
5 and tothe . . ... ... ... ... .. Ho - ly Spirit;
o)
P’ A | |
(S o ol o
€s) o ol o
oJ
1 For be - hold,fromthis ... ............... day
2 and His mercyisonthosewho . .. ... ... ... ... fear Him
3 He has castdown the mighty from their . . . . . . . .. thrones
4 He has  helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy
5 as it was in the be - - ginning,
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1 all generationswill . .. ............ call me blessed.
2 from generationto . ... .... ......... gen - er - ation. Refrain
3 and has exalt - - ed the lowly.
4 as He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his seed for - ever.
5is now, and will be forever. . . . .. ... ... A - men. Refrain
Sit
Offering

Prayer
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In peace let us pray to the Lord:
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray
to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the
Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all
pastors in Christ, for all servants of the Church, and for all
the people, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

LSB 249



L For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants,
for the government and those who protect us, that they may
be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray
to the Lord:

C Lord, have mercy.

L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and
protection in this and every place, let us pray to the Lord:

C Lord, have mercy.

L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in
this congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the
people here present who await from the Lord great and
abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord:

C Lord, have mercy.

L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the
earth, and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord:

C Lord, have mercy.

L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and
need, let us pray to the Lord:

C Lord, have mercy.
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For the faithful who have gone
before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to the Lord:
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord.
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Silence for individual prayer may follow.
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Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us
commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord:
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To You, O Lord.
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Collect for Peace

L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels,
and all just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace
which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to
obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended
from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and
quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

|
h I
L

A - men.

RS

L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to
pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;



give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
Benedicamus LSB 252
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Let us bless the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.

Benediction LSB 252
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(P} The almighty and merciful Lord,
the Father, the *I* Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and pre - serve  you.
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337 The Night Will Soon Be Ending LSB 337
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1 The night will soon be end - ing; The dawn can -
2 The One whom an - gels tend - ed Comes near, a
3 The eath in sure 710 - ta - tion Will  soon bring
4 Yet nights will bring their sad - ness And rob our
5 God dwells with  us in dark - mness And makes the
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not be far. Let songs of praise as - cend - ing Now
child, to serve; Thus God, the judge of - fend - ed, Bears
morn - ing  bright, So run where God’s sal - va - tion Glows
hearts of peace, And sin  in all its mad - ness A -
night as day; Yet we re - sist the  bright - ness And
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greet the Morn - ing Star! All you whom dark - ness
all our sins de - serve. The guilt - y need  not
in a sta - ble’s  light. As old as sin’s  per -
round us may in - crease. But now  one Star is
turn from God a - way. But grace does not for -
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fright - ens With guilt or grief or pain, God’s ra - diant
cow - er, For God has rec - on - ciled Through His re -
ver - sion Is mer - cy’s vast de - sign: God  brings a
beam - ing Whose rays have pierced the night: God  comes for
sake us, How - ev - er far we run. God claims us
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Star  now bright - ens And bids you sing a - gain.
demp - tive pow - er All those who trust this  child.
new cre - a - tion—This child its seal and sign.
our re - deem - ing From sin’s op - pres - sive  might.
still as chil - dren Through Mar - y’s in - fant Son.
Text: Jochen Klepper, 1903-42; tr. Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923-2007 Tune: Welsh
Text: © 1998 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004706 Tune: Public

domain
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