Advent Midweek 1

In their old age, a son was born to Abraham and his wife,
Sarah. He was named Isaac.
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Service of Light
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Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,
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Stay with us, Lord, for it is eve - ning,
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and the day is almost o - ver
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Let Your light scatter the dark - ness
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and il - lu - mine Your Church.
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Joy-ous light of glo-ry:
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of the im-mor-tal Fa - ther; heav-en - ly, ho - ly,
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bless - ed Je - sus Christ. We have come to the
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set - ting of the sun,

and we look to the eve-ning light.
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We sing to God, the Fa-ther, Son, and Ho -ly Spir - it:
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You are wor-thy of be-ing praised  with pure voic - es for -
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ev - erL O Son of God, O Giv-er of life:
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the u - ni - verse pro-claims Your glo - ry

Thanksgiving for Light [SB 245

L Blesséd are You, O Lord our God, king of the universe, who led Your people
Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. Enlighten our
darkness by the light of Your Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our feet and
a light to our path; for You are merciful, and You love Your whole creation and
we, Your creatures, glorify You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
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A - men.
Psalm 141 LSB 245
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Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in - cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac - ri - fice.
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(] O Lord, I call to You; come to me quick - ly; hear my voice
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when I cry to You. Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in-cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac-ri - fice.
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@ Set a watch be-fore my mouth,O Lord, and guard the door of my lips.
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(I Let not my heart in-cline to an -y e - vil thing;
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let me not be oc-cu-pied in wick-ed-ness with e-vil - do - ers.
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(] But my eyes are turned to You, O God;

in You I take ref- uge.
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Strip me not of my life. Glo-ry be tothe Fa - ther and
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to the Son and to the Ho-ly Spir - it; as it was in
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the be - gin - ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men.
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Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in - cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac-ri-fice.
L Let us pray.
Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O
Lord, and let Your loving-kindness descend on us that, with
purified minds, we may sing Your praises with the Church on
earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify You

forever.
C Amen.
352 Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord LSB 352
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1 Let the earth now praise the Lord, Who has tru - ly
2 What the Fa - thers most de - sired, What the proph - ets’
3 A - bram’s prom - ised great re - ward, Zi - on’s help - er,
4 As Your com - ing  was in peace, Qui - et, full of
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kept His word And at last to us did send
heart in - spired, What they longed for man - ya year,

Ja - cob’s Lord— Him of two - fold race be - hold—
gen - tle - ness, Let the same mind dwell in me
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Christ, the sin - ner’s help and friend.
Stands ful - filled in glo - 1y here.
Tru - ly came, as long fore - told.
Which s Yours e - ter - nal - ly.
5 Bruise for me the serpent’s 6 Then when You will come
head again
That, set free from doubt and As the glorious king to
dread, reign,
I may cling to You in faith, I with joy will see Your face,
Safely kept through life and Freely ransomed by Your
death. grace.

Text: Heinrich Held, 1620-59; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter
Text and tune: Public domain

Readings: Genesis 18:1-15; 21:1-7

18 And the Lord appeared to him by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at
the door of his tent in the heat of the day. 2 He lifted up his eyes and
looked, and behold, three men were standing in front of him. When he
saw them, he ran from the tent door to meet them and bowed himself
to the earth 3 and said, “O Lord, if I have found favor in your sight, do
not pass by your servant. 4 Let a little water be brought, and wash
your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree, 5 while I bring a morsel
of bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and after that you may
pass on—since you have come to your servant.” So they said, “Do as
you have said.” 6 And Abraham went quickly into the tent to Sarah and
said, “"Quick! Three seahs of fine flour! Knead it, and make cakes.”

7 And Abraham ran to the herd and took a calf, tender and good, and
gave it to a young man, who prepared it quickly. 8 Then he took curds
and milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set it before them.
And he stood by them under the tree while they ate.

9 They said to him, "Where is Sarah your wife?” And he said, “She is in
the tent.” 10 The Lord said, “I will surely return to you about this time
next year, and Sarah your wife shall have a son.” And Sarah was




listening at the tent door behind him. 11 Now Abraham and Sarah were
old, advanced in years. The way of women had ceased to be with
Sarah. 12So Sarah laughed to herself, saying, “"After I am worn out,
and my lord is old, shall I have pleasure?” 13 The Lord said to
Abraham, “"Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Shall I indeed bear a child,
now that I am old?’ 14 Is anything too hard for the Lord? At the
appointed time I will return to you, about this time next year, and
Sarah shall have a son.” 15 But Sarah denied it, saying, “I did not
laugh,” for she was afraid. He said, “No, but you did laugh.”

21 The Lord visited Sarah as he had said, and the Lord did to Sarah as
he had promised. 2 And Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in
his old age at the time of which God had spoken to him. 3 Abraham
called the name of his son who was born to him, whom Sarah bore
him, Isaac. 4 And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was
eight days old, as God had commanded him. 5 Abraham was a
hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him. ¢ And Sarah
said, “"God has made laughter for me; everyone who hears will laugh
over me.” 7 And she said, "“Who would have said to Abraham that
Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have borne him a son in his old
age.”
L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old
by the prophets.
C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His

Son.

Sermon: Is anything to hard for the Lord?

Canticle

Stand



Magnificat LSB 248
Refrain
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My soul mag-ni - fies the Lord, and my spir - it re -
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joic - es in God, my Sav - ior. My soul mag-ni-fies the
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Lord, and my spir - it re - joic - es inGod, my Sav - ior
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1 For He has re - - garded
2 For the Mighty One has done great thingsto . . . . . . me,
3 He has  shown strength withHis . . . . . ... ... .. arm;
4 He has filled the hungry withgood . .. ... ... .. things,
5Glo - ry be to the Fatherandtothe . . . . . .. .. ... Son
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1 the lowlinessof . . . ... ........... His hand-maiden.
2 and holy . ... ... ... ... ... ... .. is His name;
3 He has scattered the proud in the imagination of  their hearts.
4 and the rich He has sent emp - - ty a - way.
5 and tothe . ... ... ... ... ... ... Ho - ly Spirit;
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1 For be - hold,fromthis ... ............... day
2 and His mercyisonthosewho ... ... ... ... ... fear Him
3 He has cast down the mighty from their . . . . . . . . . thrones
4 He has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy
5 as it was in the be - - ginning,
O, ‘
o N |
6 ——
o o o
1 all generationswill . ... ........... call me blesséd.
2 from generationto . . ... ... ......... gen - er - ation. Refrain
3 and has exalt - - ed the lowly.
4 as He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his seed for - ever.
5 is now, and will be forever. . . . ... ... .. A - men. Refrain
Prayer
Litany LSB 249

The congregation’s response may begin just as the leader’s
petition ends so that the word "Lord” is sung simultaneously by
both leader and congregation.

)

x>
\\é\, o e * °
In peace let us pray to the Lord:
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray
to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the
Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For Matthew Harrison, Mike VonBaron, for all pastors in
Christ, for all servants of the Church, and for all the people,
let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For President Biden, for all public servants, for the
government and those who protect us, that they may be
upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to
the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and
protection in this and every place, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in
this congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the
people here present who await from the Lord great and
abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.



L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the
earth, and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord:

C Lord, have mercy.

L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and
need, let us pray to the Lord:

C Lord, have mercy.

L For ... [additional bids for prayer may be inserted
here] . . . let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
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For the faithful who have gone
before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to the Lord:
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord.
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Silence for individual prayer may follow.
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Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us
commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord:
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To You, O Lord.



Collect for Peace

L

O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels,
and all just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace
which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to
obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended
from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and
quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
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A - men.

Lord’s Prayer LSB 251
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Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to
pray:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is
in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us;



and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Benedicamus LSB 252
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Thanks be to God.
Benediction LSB 252
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(P} The almighty and merciful Lord,
the Father, the *I* Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and pre - serve  you.
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334 O Lord, How Shall I Meet You LSB 334
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O Lord, how shall I meet You, How wel - come You a-right?
Your Zi - on strews be - fore You Green boughs and fair-est palms;
I lay in fet-ters, groan - ing; You came to set me free.
Love caused Your in - car - na - tion; Love brought You down to me.
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Your peo-ple long to greet

You, My hope, my heart’s de - light!

And I too will a-dore You With joy - ous songs and psalms.
I stood, my shame be-moan - ing; You came to hon - or me.
Your thirst for my sal - va - tion Pro-cured my lib - er - ty.
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o kin-dle, Lord most ho - 1ly, Your lamp with - in my breast
My heart shall bloom for - ev - er For You with prais-es new
A glo-rious crown You give me, A trea - sure safe on high
Oh, love be - yond all tell - ing, That led You to em-brace
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To do in spir - it low - 1ly All that may please You best.
And from Your name shall nev - er With-hold the hon - or due.
That will not fail or leave me As earth-ly rich -es fly.
In love, all love ex - cel - ling, Our lost and fall - en race.
5 Sin’s debt, that fearful burden,
Cannot His love erase;
Your guilt the Lord will pardon
And cover by His grace.
He comes, for you procuring
The peace of sin forgiv'n,
His children thus securing
Eternal life in heav'n.
6 He comes to judge the nations,

A terror to His foes,
A light of consolations
And blessed hope to those
Who love the Lord’s appearing.
O glorious Sun, now come,



Send forth Your beams so cheering,

And guide us safely home.
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.
Tune: Johann Cruger, 1598-1662
Text and tune: Public domain
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