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Service of Light 
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Phos Hilaron	 LSB 244 
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Thanksgiving for Light	 LSB 245 
L	 Blessèd are You, O Lord our God, king of the universe, who led Your people 
Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. Enlighten our 
darkness by the light of Your Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our feet and 
a light to our path; for You are merciful, and You love Your whole creation and 
we, Your creatures, glorify You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
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Psalm 141	 LSB 245 
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L	 Let us pray. 

Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O 
Lord, and let Your loving-kindness descend on us that, with 
purified minds, we may sing Your praises with the Church on 
earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify You 
forever. 

C	 Amen. 

352 Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord	 LSB 352 
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Text: Heinrich Held, 1620–59; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Readings:  Genesis 18:1-15; 21:1-7 
18 And the Lord appeared to him by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at 
the door of his tent in the heat of the day. 2 He lifted up his eyes and 
looked, and behold, three men were standing in front of him. When he 
saw them, he ran from the tent door to meet them and bowed himself 
to the earth 3 and said, “O Lord, if I have found favor in your sight, do 
not pass by your servant. 4 Let a little water be brought, and wash 
your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree, 5 while I bring a morsel 
of bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and after that you may 
pass on—since you have come to your servant.” So they said, “Do as 
you have said.” 6 And Abraham went quickly into the tent to Sarah and 
said, “Quick! Three seahs of fine flour! Knead it, and make cakes.” 
7 And Abraham ran to the herd and took a calf, tender and good, and 
gave it to a young man, who prepared it quickly. 8 Then he took curds 
and milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set it before them. 
And he stood by them under the tree while they ate.  
9 They said to him, “Where is Sarah your wife?” And he said, “She is in 
the tent.” 10 The Lord said, “I will surely return to you about this time 
next year, and Sarah your wife shall have a son.” And Sarah was 

5	Bruise for me the serpent’s 
head 
That, set free from doubt and 
dread, 
I may cling to You in faith, 
Safely kept through life and 
death.

6	Then when You will come 
again 
As the glorious king to 
reign, 
I with joy will see Your face, 
Freely ransomed by Your 
grace. 



listening at the tent door behind him. 11 Now Abraham and Sarah were 
old, advanced in years. The way of women had ceased to be with 
Sarah. 12 So Sarah laughed to herself, saying, “After I am worn out, 
and my lord is old, shall I have pleasure?” 13 The Lord said to 
Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Shall I indeed bear a child, 
now that I am old?’ 14 Is anything too hard for the Lord? At the 
appointed time I will return to you, about this time next year, and 
Sarah shall have a son.” 15 But Sarah denied it, saying, “I did not 
laugh,” for she was afraid. He said, “No, but you did laugh.”  
… 
21 The Lord visited Sarah as he had said, and the Lord did to Sarah as 
he had promised. 2 And Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in 
his old age at the time of which God had spoken to him. 3 Abraham 
called the name of his son who was born to him, whom Sarah bore 
him, Isaac. 4 And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was 
eight days old, as God had commanded him. 5 Abraham was a 
hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him. 6 And Sarah 
said, “God has made laughter for me; everyone who hears will laugh 
over me.” 7 And she said, “Who would have said to Abraham that 
Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have borne him a son in his old 
age.”  
L	 In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old 

by the prophets. 
C	 But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His 

Son. 

Sermon:  Is anything to hard for the Lord? 

Canticle 

Stand 



Magnificat	 LSB 248 

￼  

￼  

￼  

￼

￼  



￼  

￼  

Prayer 

Litany	 LSB 249 
The congregation’s response may begin just as the leader’s 
petition ends so that the word “Lord” is sung simultaneously by 
both leader and congregation. 
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L	 For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray 

to the Lord: 
C	 Lord, have mercy. 
L	 For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

C	 Lord, have mercy. 
L	 For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise, let us pray to the Lord: 
C	 Lord, have mercy. 
L	 For Matthew Harrison, Mike VonBaron, for all pastors in 

Christ, for all servants of the Church, and for all the people, 
let us pray to the Lord: 

C	 Lord, have mercy. 
L	 For President Biden, for all public servants, for the 

government and those who protect us, that they may be 
upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to 
the Lord: 

C	 Lord, have mercy. 
L	 For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and 

protection in this and every place, let us pray to the Lord: 
C	 Lord, have mercy. 
L	 For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in 

this congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the 
people here present who await from the Lord great and 
abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord: 

C	 Lord, have mercy. 



L	 For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the 
earth, and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord: 

C	 Lord, have mercy. 
L	 For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and 

need, let us pray to the Lord: 
C	 Lord, have mercy. 
L	 For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted 

here] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 
C	 Lord, have mercy. 
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Silence for individual prayer may follow. 
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Collect for Peace 
L	 O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, 

and all just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace 
which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to 
obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended 
from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and 
quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

￼  

Lord’s Prayer	 LSB 251 
L	 Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to 

pray: 
C	 Our Father who art in heaven,  hallowed be Thy name, 

   Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven; 
   give us this day our daily bread; 
   and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 



   and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
   forever and ever. Amen. 

Benedicamus	 LSB 252 
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Benediction	 LSB 252 
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334 O Lord, How Shall I Meet You	 LSB 334 
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5	 Sin’s debt, that fearful burden, 
    Cannot His love erase; 
Your guilt the Lord will pardon 
    And cover by His grace. 
He comes, for you procuring 
    The peace of sin forgiv’n, 
His children thus securing 
    Eternal life in heav’n. 

6	 He comes to judge the nations, 
    A terror to His foes, 
A light of consolations 
    And blessèd hope to those 
Who love the Lord’s appearing. 
    O glorious Sun, now come, 



Send forth Your beams so cheering, 
    And guide us safely home. 

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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