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Invocation

L
C

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Opening Hymn - LSB 571 “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”

Confession and Absolution

L
C

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your
ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for
His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He
gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the
Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to
completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Service of the Word



Kyrie LSB 152
L In peace let us pray to the Lord.

C Lord, have mercy.

L For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.

C Lord, have mercy.

L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.

C Lord, have mercy.

L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us

pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C Amen.

—

Salutation and Collect of the Day

L The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

L Let us pray.
Almighty God, grant that we, who for our evil deeds worthily deserve to be
punished, by the comfort of your grace, may mercifully be relieved; through
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Sit
Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 31: 31-34

“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when | will make a new
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, not like the covenant
that | made with their fathers on the day when | took them by the hand to bring
them out of the land of Egypt, my covenant that they broke, though | was their
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husband, declares the LORD. For this is the covenant that | will make with the
house of Israel after those days, declares the LORD: | will put my law within
them, and | will write it on their hearts. And | will be their God, and they shall be
my people. And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his
brother, saying, '’Know the LORD,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of
them to the greatest, declares the LORD. For | will forgive their iniquity, and |
will remember their sin no more.”

L Thisis the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Epistle 2 Corinthians 5:14-19

For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one
has died for all, therefore all have died; and he died for all, that those who live
might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was
raised.

From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even
though we once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no
longer. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed
away; behold, the new has come. All this is from God, who through Christ
reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in
Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses
against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.

L This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Stand
Holy Gospel Luke 15: 11-24

L The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fifteenth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.



And he said, “There was a man who had two sons. And the younger of them
said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that is coming to me.’
And he divided his property between them. Not many days later, the younger
son gathered all he had and took a journey into a far country, and there he
squandered his property in reckless living. And when he had spent everything, a
severe famine arose in that country, and he began to be in need. So he went
and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into
his fields to feed pigs. And he was longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs
ate, and no one gave him anything.

“But when he came to himself, he said, 'How many of my father’s hired
servants have more than enough bread, but | perish here with hunger! | will
arise and go to my father, and | will say to him, “Father, | have sinned against
heaven and before you. And he arose and came to his father. But while he was
still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and
embraced him and kissed him. And the son said to him, ‘Father, | have sinned
against heaven and before you. | am no longer worthy to be called your son.’
But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on
him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. And bring the fattened
calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. For this my son was dead, and is
alive again; he was lost, and is found.” And they began to celebrate.

L  This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

Sit

Children’s Message
Message Hymn - LSB 543 “What Wondrous Love is This”

Message - Be Reconciled to God

Stand



Apostles’ Creed

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.

Offering — LSB 744 “Amazing Grace”

Prayer of the Church

L For the Church, the world, and our poor sinful selves, let us pray to our Lord,
who is slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

A brief silence

L Dearest Father, thank you for forgiving, welcoming, and restoring us, even
when we squander your gifts and turn away from you! Thank you for your



Holy Spirit, who brings us “to our right minds” and helps us repent. Thank
you for your Son, who guides us to your embrace. He gives his Body and
Blood as your homecoming feast; he clothes us with his own righteousness;
and he places the signet-ring of his Sonship upon our hand. We give you
thanks, Father, not as we ought, but as we are able. Lord, in your mercy...

C Hear our prayer.

L Make your Church faithful in proclaiming both your Law and Gospel. Make it
lovely with holiness, gentle in rebuke, warmhearted in reconciliation, and
generous in welcoming all whom you have led to repent. Lord, in your
mercy...

C Hear our prayer.

L Help this congregation to pray for, seek out, and forgive those who have
wronged us. Give us patience, graciousness, and humility. Make this a place
where those who are estranged from us, and from you, may return and be
reconciled. Lord, in your mercy...

C Hear our prayer.

L We pray for families torn apart by sin, squabbling, and selfishness. Heal them,
and return each person “to their right minds.” Deliver them from the pigsty
of foolish pride and the far country of hostility. Take away whatever
resentment and hurt stands in the way of healing and reunion. Lord, in your
mercy...

C Hear our prayer.

L Forgive those who, though entrusted with authority, power, and influence,
have squandered these gifts, and used them foolishly. Give wisdom,
integrity, and prudence to our elected and appointed leaders; to those in
the military and first responders; and to those entrusted with educating our
children or caring for the vulnerable. And teach us to live at peace with one
another, despite our differences! Lord, in your mercy...



C Hear our prayer.

L Bring healing and hope to all who suffers especially: {List}. Bring them back
from the far country of pain, sorrow, or despair. Restore them to fellowship
with all who love them, and increase their trust in you. Lord, in your mercy...

C Hear our prayer.

L Father, you've welcomed so many prodigals into your Kingdom already,
including many whom we have loved in this life! Thank you. Keep our eyes
fixed on the road home to you. Deliver us from the pig-sty of stubborn
pride. Soften our hearts to help fellow prodigals along the way. Lavish your
Holy Spirit upon us, so we're constantly trying to live in faith toward you and
in fervent love for one another. And, at the last, welcome us to the
homecoming feast you have prepared for us, Jesus’ wayward sisters and
brothers. We yearn for your prodigal love to embrace us forever. Lord, in
your mercy...

C Hear our prayer.

L Hear us, dear Lord; and answer our prayers according to your will, to your
glory and for the benefit of the people you long to save.
C Amen.

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162

C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;



and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Collect
V  Reconciling God, in you is mercy, forgiveness, and reconciliation. Whether
we wander far from you or remain faithful, let us always rejoice in the never-
ending and limitless outpouring of your compassion and forgiveness for
repentant sinners; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C Amen.

Benediction LSB 166

V' The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.

C Amen.

Sending Hymn - LSB 922 “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”
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